
Perfect formula for business success

Distance to Major Cities
Atlanta 229 Miles	  
Birmingham 85
Chattanooga 144	  
Chicago 562	  
Huntsville 25	  
Louisville 290
Memphis 191
Mobile 342	  
Montgomery 174
Nashville 117

Central Location 
One day’s drive 
from 50% of the 
nation’s population

Affordable Power 
Morgan County has 
some of the lowest 
power rates in the 
country.

Large Aerospace Neighbors 
Morgan County is within a half an hour 
of some of the largest corporations in 
the world, including the Top Government 
Aerospace contractors.

Contact us at      mceda@mceda.org      (256) 353-1213       mceda.org

Higher Education 
Morgan County 
is within 200 
miles of leading 
higher education 
Aerospace 
Engineering 
programs:

Office Space Costs
Morgan County is half the cost per 
square foot of other markets.
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Business Advantages 
With a low tax structure 
and local business 
incentives, Morgan 
County fosters a business 
friendly environment.

Local top-
notch talent

Unmatched office 
space and utility costs

World-class 
corporations Success



High quality 
of life

Perfect formula for employee satisfaction

Median home prices 
Morgan County is 5 times more affordable than San Francisco, 
half the cost of Denver, and a third less than Austin. (3 BR/2 BA)

Contact us at      mceda@mceda.org      (256) 353-1213       mceda.org
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Cost of living index 
Morgan County, while providing all the benefits and conveniences 
of a larger city, consistently maintains a low cost of living.  	

High quality of life

Alabama/ 
Decatur 	

Tennessee/ 
Nashville	

North Carolina/ 
Asheville 	

Texas/ 
Austin	

Colorado/ 
Denver 	

Massachusetts/ 
Boston  	

California/ 
San Francisco

88.6

100.1

103.3

106.6

112.1

132.6

178.6

m o r g a n  c o u n t y ,  a l a b a m a2

overview ……………………………………………………………………………3 

location and climate  ……………………………………………………………… 4 

demographics ……………………………………………………………………… 5

cost of living and taxes  ……………………………………………………………… 6

transportation ……………………………………………………………………… 7

young professionals ………………………………………………………………… 8

industry …………………………………………………………………………… 9-10

education ……………………………………………………………………… 11-12

healthcare ………………………………………………………………………… 13

shopping and dining ……………………………………………………………… 14

neighborhoods and community …………………………………………………… 15 

giving back ………………………………………………………………………… 16

attractions and entertainment ………………………………………………… 17-19

sports and recreation ………………………………………………………………20

parks ……………………………………………………………………………… 21

community directory ……………………………………………………………… 22

t a b l e  o f  c o n t e n t s

m o r g a n  c o u n t y ,  a l a b a m a1 8

a t t r a c t i o n s  &  e n t e r t a i n m e n t

•   Alabama’s Largest Victorian Era historic districts

•   Blue & Gray Museum of North Alabama

•   Carnegie Visual Arts Center 

•   Cook Museum of Natural Science

•   Hartselle’s Historic Depot and Downtown 

•   Morgan County Archives 

•   Old State Bank

•   Point Mallard Park 

•   Princess Theatre Center for The Performing Arts 

•   Wheeler National Wildlife Refuge 

•   Alabama Center for the Arts 

•   Decatur’s Historic Train Depot and Museum

•   Burleson Fine Arts Center

Something for  Everyone

Morgan County has great attractions for families, kids, Civil 
War and history buffs, art and culture lovers, and outdoor 
enthusiasts. Parks include Point Mallard Park, Wheeler 
Wildlife Refuge, and many city maintained areas. Museums 
range from the Blue and Gray Museum, which focuses on the 
Civil War, to the Cook Museum of Natural Science, opening 
its new facility in 2018. For those seeking arts and culture, 
Decatur has the Princess Theatre Center for Performing Arts, 
the Carnegie Visual Arts Center, and Alabama Center for the 
Arts, among other attractions.

1 1m o r g a n  c o u n t y ,  a l a b a m a

e d u c a t i o n

Morgan County is served by three award-winning and high performing public 
school systems: Morgan County, Decatur City, and Hartselle City. These systems 
meet the educational needs of area students and take pride in challenging them to 
excel. Each has received recognition for programs and offerings, including a 2017 
National Blue Ribbon Lighthouse School of Excellence recognition for Leon 
Sheffield Elementary in Decatur and Morgan County’s Priceville Elementary 
earned recognition as a “Lighthouse School” through the Leader in Me program. 
In Hartselle, Crestline Elementary, F.E. Burleson Elementary, and Hartselle High 
School earned the Blue Ribbon Lighthouse School of Excellence status and Barkley 
Bridge Elementary School has earned status as a Blue Ribbon Lighthouse School 
of Excellence and a National Blue Ribbon Lighthouse School of Excellence. The 
area is also served by several private and parochial schools, giving families many 
choices for their education. Each setting provides opportunities for all students to 

experience success in a safe environment while preparing to lead in the future.

Also in the Decatur-annexed portion of neighboring Limestone County is Calhoun 
Community College – the largest of 27 members in the Alabama Community 
College System. The college serves nearly 10,000 students and offers 49 associate 
degree programs and 52 career/certificate programs. 

The Alabama Center for the Arts is a collaborative effort between the city of Decatur, 
Morgan County, Calhoun Community College, and Athens State University. The 
center – more than 90,000 square feet – is located in the heart of downtown 
Decatur and serves as a venue for college art instruction, community education 
and cultural events, performing arts, and will also serve as a catalyst for the region’s 
creative planning and expression.

High performing 
schools

Endless year-round 
outdoor activities

Cultural centers 
and performing 
arts venues

Morgan County Recreation 
Fishing
Boating
Water skiing
Golfing
Hiking

Bird-watching
Hunting
Bicycling
Performing arts
Shopping

Highly attainable 
housing

Low cost  
of living

Happy 
Employees


